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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To surely take an image of 
a wafer sample, measure a count of defects, etc., and 
improve a throughput, by superposing and recording a 
predetermined count of image data to an image pickup 
element, and evaluating defects of an object to be 
inspected on the basis of the predetermined count of 
image data. 

SOLUTION: An image process apparatus 7 takes an 
enlarged image of a wafer sample 1 via an optical system 
of a microscope 4 while a strobe light 1 1 emits light. The 
enlarged view is recorded to a CCD which is an image 
pickup element of a TV camera 6. The enlarged view is 
recorded once while the strobe light 1 1 emits light five 
times. The image data of five times of the strobe light 1 1 
stored in the CCD is sent from the CCD and preserved 
in an image record part set at the TV camera 6, then 
input to the image process apparatus 7. The image 
process apparatus 7 can accordingly process the image 
data of five emissions of the strobe light 1 1 at one time. 
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